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OLC: 78-1944/0 


MEMORANDUM FOR: Director of Central Intelligence 
STAT FROM: ee ely 


Acting Legislativg Counsel 


SUBJECT: Control of Legisdative Branch Access to 
Compartmenteg Intelligence Information 


1. We have contacted Speaker O'Neill's office concerning the Speaker's 
response to your letter on compartfnented clearances and spoke to 
Mr. Ari Weiss. We explained thag the policy in your letter to limit 
clearances to the Speaker and Maority and Minority Leaders was 
firm. Weiss discussed this wit the Speaker during his routine 
call from Massachusetts. Mr./O'Neill agreed not to include the 
Whips but wanted to "think over" not including the staff of the 
Democratic Steering and Policy Committee as requested in his 
letter. Weiss will get back to us after the recess if the Speaker 
feels the Committee should-be included. 


2. Mr. Weiss said no written response to the Speaker's letter 
is necessary. We will recontact the Speaker's office after the 
recess to be certain there are no misunderstandings. 


3. We are determining from Minority Leader Rhodes if he 
wants any members of his staff cleared for access. 


a STAT 
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Acting Legislative Counsel 


SUBJECT: Control of Legislative Branch Acce 
Compartmented Intelligence Inf 


1. We have contacted Speaker O'Neill's ice concerning the Speaker's 
response to your letter on compartmented cléarances and spoke to 
Mr. Ari Weiss. We explained that the pgMcy in your letter to limit 
clearances to the Speaker and MajorityAnd Minority Leaders was 
firm. Weiss discussed this with the4peaker during his routine 
call from Massachusetts. Mr. O'cill agreed not to include the 
Whips but wanted to "think over/“not including the staff of the 
Democratic Steering and Polig¥Y Committee as requested in his 
letter. Weiss will get back-fo us after the recess if the Speaker 
feels the Committee sho be included. 


2. Mr. Weiss 
is necessary. We 
recess to be cer 


id no written response to the Speaker's letter 
ill recontact the Speaker's office after the 
in there are no misunderstandings. 


3. Weare determining from Minority Leader Rhodes if he 
wants any fhembers of his staff cleared for access. 
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COMMENTS (Number each cbrkment to show from whom 

to whom. Draw a line acr column after each comment.) 
: 
é 


Attached for your signa- 
ture is a letter to Speaker 
O'Neill responding to his 
letter requesting compart- 
mented clearances for 
selected members of the House 
Leadership. Speaker O'Neill'k 
letter was prompted by your 
letter initiating the new 
ailide lifes for issuing 
compartmented clearances to 
the Législative Branch. 

Speaker O'Neill requested 
clegrances for his office, 
thg Majority Leader as well 
af¥ the Democratic Steering 
ynd Policy Committee and 
the Majority and Deput 


y Majority Whips. Your responsk 


limits the clearances to the 
Majority Leader in accordance 
with existing policy, howeverl, 
you indicate that you will 
re-examine this policy if 

the Speaker considers it 
absolutely necessary that 

the other staff members be 
granted clearances. 
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